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L THE COMMUNIST BLOC 


II. ASIA- AFRICA 



India; Tension in Kerala State has declined rapidly follow- 
ing the dismissal of the Communist government. Represent- 
atives of the central government are setting up new administra- 
tive machinery for the period of President’s Rule and making 
preparations for the state elections, which are likely to be held 
within six months but are not yet scheduled. Political parties 
are holding meetings to discuss election plans, but probably 
will need several weeks to work out party alliances and plat- 
forms. Communist party leaders have attacked Nehru in Par- 
liament as a ’’dirty murderer of d emocracy.” but have ken t theii 

len 
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II L THE WEST 

Britain - West Indies: /5?ie virulence of the campaign by 
Trinidad’s anti- US Premier Eric Williams to force the United 
States to give up its naval base at Chaguaramas is causing Lon-[ 
don to reconsider its position favoring a conference to review 
the US- UK 1941 Caribbean bases agreement. Williams appears 
to be gaining local support for his standj however j and might 
carry out his threat of calling elections on the Chaguar amas 
issi^ 

Guatemala: Political tensions remain dangerously high,^ 
Bitter public recriminations between President Ydigoras and 
the leader of the leftist non- Communist Revolutionary party 
(PR) appear to mark the end of Ydigoras' policy of attempting 
tn brido'p thp dficp Political rift between the left and tho right. 
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1 1 1. THE WEST 
Britain Reconsidering Stand for Caribbean laases uontereirgF' 


^inidad’s Premier Eric Williams’ increasingly violent 
campaign to force the United States to give up its naval base 
at Chaguaramas is leading British Foreign and Colonial Office 
officials to reconsider Britain’s position favoring a tripartite 
conference of the United States, Britain, and the West Indies 
Federation to review the US-UK 1941 Caribbean bases agree- 
ment 


(London, which previously sought to placate Williams be- 
cause he might eventually become the federal prime minister, 
now apparently sees little hope of moderating his position that 
"either I break Chaguaramas or Chaguaramas breaks me." 

In an effort to checkmate him, the Colonial Office is contem- 
plating calling West Indian leaders including Williams to London 
to "read him the riot act," according to the American Embassy 
in Londoi^ 

(Williams’ obsession with the issue and his most recent 
tactic of linking it with alleged US-UK exploitation of West 
Indian racial problems bave gained him additional local support. 
The influential Torchlight , a Grenada newspaper, for instance, 
has reversed its policy of defending the US position on Chaguara- 
mas. Trinidad’s opposition party, which is pro-US, is also 
showing increasing signs of disintegrati(^ 

Qn view of such support and faced with a British effort 
to undermine him, Williams may carry out his threat to call 
an election on the base question. The American consul general 
in Port of Spain fears that an election in the immediate future 
would strengthen Williams’ p osition not only in Trinidad but 
in the federation as a wholefl 
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Guatemalan Political Tension Remains High 


Guatemalan President Ydigoras appears to have abandoned 
his attempt to bridge the deep political rift between the left and 
the right. The President has precipitated a bitter public quar- 
rel with Mario Mendez Montenegro, leader of the leftist non- 


Communist Revolutionary party (PR), in an apparent effort to 
undermine Mendez within his own party and possibly to provoke 
him into violent action th at would justify strong government 


moves against his party. 





The PR's rapidly growing political strength- -as demon- 
strated in the Guatemala City election victory on 5 July and an 
earlier provincial by-election- -indicates that it is likely to be 
the strongest single party in the congressional elections late 
this year. This has alarmed Guatemalan rightists who have long 
been pressing Ydigoras to take strong measures against the 
party- -even to outlawing it- -"before it is too late." There is 
strong evidence that the bombings in the capital last month were 
initiated by some of Ydigoras' own followers who, by blaming 
the bombings on the PR, hoped to justify annulment of the PR 
municipal election victory. Subsequent bombings were probably 
perpetrated by a rival group in an attempt to force a showdown 


between Ydigoras and the PR. 





Mario Mendez Montenegro has proven a resourceful, aggres- 
sive leader of the leftist forces and was primarily responsible 


for purging his party of Communists and pro- Communists. To the 
extent that Ydigoras' tactics weaken Mendez* position as PR 
leader, they will strengthen those of Mendez* rivals a mong the 


leftists who are disposed to work with the Communists. 
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